
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Office of Fisheries

Freshwater Mussel Harvest (LAC 76:VII.161)

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), the Administrative Procedure Act, and
R.S. 56:450, which allows the secretary to promulgate rules and regulations for the harvest of freshwater
mussels, the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries hereby finds that an imminent peril to the
public welfare exists and accordingly adopts the following emergency rule. This emergency rule shall be
effective 12:01 A.M., June 3, 1996, and shall remain in effect for the maximum period allowedunder the
Administrative Procedure Act or until adoption of the final rule, whichever occurs first.

The secretary has promulgated the emergency rule to help alleviate financial hardships of mussel harvesters
who must currently harvest and sell freshwater mussels on the same day. The provisions of the emergency
rule will allow harvesters to store sacked and tagged mussels in a cold storage facility for up to a five day
period prior to sale. Theemergency rule also reduces daily notification requirements if the harvester remains
in one location on a weekly basis.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing
§161. Freshwater Mussel Harvest

* * *
D. Species for Harvest

1. Only the following taxa may be legally harvested:
washboard Megaolonaias nervosa
pimpleback Quadrula spp.
three ridge Amblema plicata
bleufer Potamilus (Proptera) purpuratus
Asian clam Corbicula fluminea

2. a. Only specimens equal to or larger than the following minimum sizes shall be harvested:
washboard 4 inches
three ridge and bleufer 3 inches
pimpleback 2 3/4 inches
Asian clam no size limit

b. Minimum size will be measured by passing the specimen through a ring or appropriate circular
measuring device so designed as to allow undersized mussels to pass through the opening. There is no
allowance for undersized shell. All mussels must be sized (graded) immediately after each dive and
undersized shell returned to the mussel bed before the harvester moves his boat or begins another dive. All
mussels harvested shall be removed from the water daily during daylighthours only. All mussels harvested
must be sold on a daily basis unless stored and tagged as required herein. Mussels may not be stored in the
water after sunset. All mussels not sold at the end of each day shall be sacked and tagged before official
sunset. The tag shall contain the following information:

Name
Harvester permit number
Date harvested
Harvest location
Confirmation number

c. The mussel harvester may store mussels harvested at the end ofeach day in a cold storage facility
prior to selling, provided the sacked mussels are properly tagged. Mussels shall not be stored longer than
five days or after official sunset on Friday of each week.

* * *
G. Reporting

* * *
5. Each permittee harvesting mussels for sale is responsible forDepartment notification. The permittee

shall notify the Department at a designated phone number (1-800-442-2511) at least fourhours prior to
harvesting any mussels. The permittee shall provide, at the time of notification, the parish and area to be
fished. Such notification will be on a daily basis, unless the harvester fishes in the same area during a
Monday through Friday period. However, even if harvesting in the same location for an extended period,
weekly notification will be required. The permittee will be given a confirmation number at the time of



notification.
* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:450.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, LR 19:510 (April1993), amended

LR 21:193 (February 1995), amended LR 22:374 (May 1996), LR 22:

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary
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